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Additional experimental details

Mice were prepared for two-photon microscopy as described in previous work [1]. In summary, mice
were anesthetized with a mix of Ketamine (100 mg/kg) and Xylazine (10 mg/kg). Throughout the
surgery and imaging pro cedure the mouse temperature was maintained at 37oC using a heating
mat attached to a feedback probe inserted in the mouse rectum. A lateral incision was made over
the left lobe of the liver and any exposed vessels cauterized by applying light pressure to the vessel
until clotting occurred naturally. The mouse was then placed in a custom made holder. The liver
was then exposed and directly adhered to a cover slip that was secured in the holder. Once stable
the preparation was transferred to a Fluoview FVMPE-RS multiphoton microscope system (Olym-
pus) equipped with a XLPLN25XWMP2 objective (25x; NA1.05; water immersion; 2mm working
distance). The laser was 860 nm with a tissue penetration of approximately 50 µm. Coloring de-
pended on the content of the experiment: for experiments with 2 colors, we used violet and green
(BA495-540nm + BA410-455nm), while for experiments with 3 colors, we used red, violet, and green
(BA575-645nm + BA495-540nm + BA410-455nm). For analysis of the motility of the sporozoites
and liver-localized CD8 T cells, we had a tissue penetration depth of approximately 50 µm in a
z-stack (2 µm/slice), typically acquired using a standard galvano-scanner at a rate between 0.5 to 1
stacks of 23 images/slices per minute depending on the movie.

Imaging volumes were chosen based on the presence of a parasite; since the Olympus software
generates little background autofluorescence and the parasites do not move, this process was depend-
able. The choice of which parasites to image was contingent upon their appearing in clear, healthy
sections of liver tissue, and the proximity of T cells at the time of imaging. Each parasite chosen for
imaging required unimpeded blood flow in surrounding sinusoids, bright autofluorescence, and clear
surrounding structures. In addition, the parasites chosen for imaging depended on what information
we wanted. For the 0 hour timepoint, parasites were selected if they had healthy tissue and had no
T cells within a 40 µm radius of the parasite. This allowed for an analysis of attraction of T cells
with no primary signaling from an infected cell. At 2 hours post infection, parasites were selected if
they had healthy tissue and had � 1 T cells within a 40 µm radius of the parasite. This allowed for
an analysis of attraction of T cells with at least 1 primary cell signaling from an infected hepatocyte.
We used the 40 µm radius because it has been used to represent the average width of a standard
murine hepatocyte [2].

Imaging data processing details

We analyzed raw imaging data using the Imaris x64 software (Bitplane) v9.2. We performed the
tracking of individual cells in a z-stack using the “Spots” function in surpass mode in Imaris. Exten-
sive manual adjustments were subsequently done to ensure the accuracy of the tracks. The detection

S1



of individual cells relied upon their relative fluorescence intensity and size (diameter � 9 µm), with
a max gap size of 3. We used an autoregressive motion algorithm with background subtraction,
tracking enabled, fill gap enabled, and no region growing in Imaris. Since cells are not all in the
imaging volume at all times, we used a variable track duration. The detection of fluorescence around
each spot was manually adjusted in Imaris prior to tracking cells to reduce background detection
at each time point, ensuring the clear distinction of cell versus autofluorescence by the algorithm.
Two Imaris files are provided at https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.5715658, with one file for the
unclustered/small clustered dataset and one file for the large clustered dataset.

Datasets

1. Dataset #1: unclustered/small clustered data (OT1 T cells in Pb-CS5M-infected B6 mice). No
or few T cells were near the parasite.

2. Dataset #2: large clustered data (OT1 T cells in Pb-CS5M-infected B6 mice). Several T cells
were found near the parasite (i.e., with T cell cluster).

3. Dataset #3: no parasite data (OT1 T cells in naive/uninfected B6 mice).

4. Dataset #4: Paris data (PyTCR cells in Py-infected Balb/c mice).

5. Dataset #5: co-clustered (“Kelemen”) data (PyTCR and OT1 cells in Py-infected CB6 mice).

Metrics

We define four metrics to measure T cell attraction towards the parasite (Figure S3).

1. Metric 1: the angle metric.

(a) For a movement of a cell between timepoints, the angle of movement is defined as the angle
between two vectors: the vector from the cell’s position before it moves to the parasite
and the vector from the cell’s position before it moves to the cell’s position after it moves.

(b) An acute angle corresponds to “getting closer” and an obtuse angle corresponds to “getting
farther”. The probability of randomly getting closer is 0.5.

(c) To test, we associate a Bernoulli distribution with probability 0.5 with each movement,
then sum up the distributions for all the movements to get a binomial distribution. Our
null distribution is then a binomial distribution with n = the number of movements and
p = 0.5.

2. Metric 2: the improved change of distance metric.

(a) For a movement of a cell between timepoints, the change of distance is defined as the
distance from the cell to the parasite after the cell moves minus the distance from the cell
to the parasite before the cell moves.

(b) A negative change of distance corresponds to “getting closer” and a positive change of
distance corresponds to “getting farther”. The probability of randomly getting closer is
1/2� r/4x (Figure S4).
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Figure S1: We investigate T cell dynamics in the liver following infection with Plasmodium sporozoites. Four hours
after i.v. cell transfer of 5 ⇥ 106 cell trace Violet labelled OT1 CD8 T cells (blue), mice were injected with 1 ⇥ 105

Plasmodium berghei Pb(OVA-uGFP) and immediately prepared for intravital imaging (panel A). We imaged the mice
using a two-photon standard galvanometer scanner in order to acquire a 50 µm deep Z-stack. We show representative
images of small clustering (panel B) and large clustering (panel C) image acquisitions. Representative videos of small
clustering (movieS1) and large clustering (movieS2) are in the supplemental materials, as well as the Imaris files at
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.5715658. The green sporozoite is highlighted with a white arrow in both images.
The scale bars are 20 µm. The numbers overlaid at the bottom right of each image are the timestamps in minutes.

Figure S2: Display of CD8 T cell movements in the liver over time from one unclustered/small clustered dataset.
Blue tracks are Plasmodium-specific T cells (OT1) and black are nonspecific T cells (P14), with the parasite
shown in green (with coordinates (290, 210, 76)). Tracks are shown over time, with early timepoints lighter in
color than later timepoints. The data can be explored in greater detail in an interactive Unity environment at
https://viktorzenkov.github.io/measuringAttraction.
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(c) To test, we associate a Bernoulli distribution with p = 1/2 � r/4x with each movement,
then sum up the distributions for all the movements to get a Poisson binomial distribution,
and this is our null distribution.

3. Metric 3: the angle distribution metric.

(a) The angle distribution metric uses the angle of movement from Metric 1 and the angle
version of the von Mises-Fisher distribution (described later).

(b) Taking a dataset of angles, we use a log-likelihood test to determine the concentration
parameter for the angle version of the von Mises-Fisher distribution most likely to generate
the directions corresponding to the angles.

(c) If this distribution’s test statistic is significantly di↵erent from a random test statistic,
then that corresponds to biased movement, and if it is not significantly di↵erent then
that corresponds to unbiased movement. If a cell is biased with a > 0, then the cell
is considered attracted, and if a cell is biased with a < 0, then the cell is considered
repulsed.

(d) A followup test uses the multinomial distribution. For a set of cells, each of which has
had its bias ascertained as attracted, repulsed, or unbiased, we set our null distribution
to a multinomial distribution with probabilities set to the proportion of cells detected as
unbiased, pu, and the other probabilities each set to 1�pu

2 . This takes into account the
proportion of cells that are unbiased while still allowing a test between attracted and
repulsed quantities.

4. Metric 4: average angle metric.

(a) The average angle metric uses the angle of movement from Metric 1.

(b) To test, we use a Student T test to compare the mean of the angles for a cell to 90 degrees,
which represents randomness.

Statistical/computational analyses

A randomly moving cell is more likely to have its distance from a parasite increase.
There have been few studies that rigorously address the question of how to detect attraction of a
moving lymphocyte towards an infection site. Commonly, two metrics or their variations have been
used: the angle-based metric and the distance-based metric [3–5]. According to these metrics, cells
moving towards the parasite exhibit acute angles to the parasite and reduction in distance to the
parasite, respectively (Figure S3A&B). The natural assumption is that randomly moving (unbiased)
cells should exhibit a similar number of movements towards and away from infection. However, as
far as we know this assumption has not been thoroughly explored.

To evaluate the potential bias of T cells towards the infection site, we performed stochastic
simulations in which T cells searched for the infection. Simulations showed that while the angle
metric is not biased (i.e., for randomly moving T cells, there are similar proportions of acute and
obtuse angles to infection), the distance metric is biased (i.e., there are more movements away from
the infection than towards the infection). (Note that this usage of the word “bias” refers to a skewed
result, unlike our other usage, which refers to cell movement being attracted or repulsed.) Even before
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Figure S3: Four metrics were used to test for attraction of CD8 T cells towards the infection site. Panels A: the
angle metric is defined as the angle between the vector from the cell to the parasite and the vector formed by the cell’s
movement. An acute angle corresponds to “getting closer” (Ai) and obtuse corresponds to “getting farther” (Aii).
The fourth metric, the “average angle” metric, uses these same angles. Panels B: the distance metric is defined as
the change between the distances from the cell to the parasite before and after the cell moves. A negative change of
distance corresponds to “getting closer” (Bi) and positive corresponds to “getting farther” (Bii). Panels C: the angle
distribution metric takes into account the actual values of angles and compares these values with the von Mises-Fisher
distribution (eqn. (1)) leading to an estimate of the concentration parameter a (a measure of attraction). If a > 0
and this distribution’s test statistic is significantly di↵erent from a random test statistic (p < 0.01), we consider the
cell to have “attraction”. If the test statistic is not significantly di↵erent, then we consider the cell to not have bias.
If a < 0 and the test statistic is significantly di↵erent, then we consider the cell to be repulsed.

performing simulations, graphing movement possibilities of T cells with respect to the infection site
revealed that for a finite distance between the cell and the infection, there are more chances for the
T cell to move away than to get closer (Figure S4). Defining r as the distance that the cell moves
and x as the distance from the cell to the parasite, the probability that the distance decreases for a T
cell movement is 1

2 �
r
4x . The subset of the surface of the r-sphere located inside the x-sphere are the

positions for which the cell’s distance to the parasite gets smaller, and the subset of the surface of the
r-sphere located outside the x-sphere are the positions for which the cell’s distance to the parasite
gets larger. Note that if r > 2x, causing the fraction to be less than 0, then the cell moves so far that
none of its potential destinations are closer to the parasite than its current location, which means
the probability that the distance gets smaller is 0 (Figure S4).

Thus, the distance metric is biased in the sense that movements have a less than 50% probability
of getting closer to the parasite, which means our null distribution cannot define randomness as
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Figure S4: This graphic demonstrates the bias in the distance metric’s measure of attraction to the infection site.
Based on the volumes of the areas the cell may move to, the probability that a T cell moves closer to the parasite
is lower than the probability that the T cell moves away from the parasite. With r defining the distance that the T
cell moves and x defining the distance between the cell and the parasite, the probability that the distance between a
randomly moving T cell and the parasite declines with the movement is P (�D < 0) = 1/2� r/(4x) for r < x (Panel
A) and is P (�D < 0) = 0 if r > x (Panel B).

50%. To form a corrected test, we utilized a Poisson binomial distribution as our null distribution,
which is a sum of Bernoulli distributions with di↵erent probabilities (in our case, a Bernoulli for each
movement). The probability that k movements (out of n) are towards the parasite is then:

P (k) =
X

A2Fk

Y

i2A

pi
Y

j2Ac

(1� pj), (S1)

where Fk is the set of all subsets of k integers that can be selected from 1, 2 . . . n and Ac is the
complement of A, pi = 1/2�ri/(4xi) and ri is the length of the ith cell movement and xi is the distance
between the T cell and the parasite before the ith movement (Figure S4). With this correction, the
angle-based and distance-based test results are numerically indistinguishable.

The von Mises-Fisher distribution provides a way to model and measure attraction.
One of the limitations of the angle- and distance-based metrics is that the actual value of the an-
gle/distance is ignored and converted into a boolean value, thus potentially reducing the power of
detecting bias in cell movement. To retain the actual values of the angles in a test, we used the
von Mises-Fisher (vMF) distribution. The vMF distribution is a natural extension of the von Mises
distribution used in ecology, which is restricted to describing bias in 2D [6].

The vMF distribution chooses an n-dimensional (we use n = 3) vector given a direction vector µ
and a concentration parameter  [7, 8]. Sampling from the vMF distribution provides a vector chosen
pseudorandomly with a bias toward the given vector whose strength is dependent on , with  ! 0
having no bias,  > 0 having positive bias (attraction), and  < 0 having negative bias (repulsion).
The probability density function for a vector � in the vMF distribution in 3D is

P (�|µ,) = eµ
T�

2⇡(e � e�)
, (S2)

where µ is the direction vector toward which there is bias and |µ| = |�| = 1. To calculate the angle
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� between vectors � and µ, we let µ = (0, 0, 1) and � = (x, y, z). Given that |�| = 1, the angle �
then only depends on the value of z and can be calculated from the relationship cos(�) = z. With
that transformation and utilizing Mathematica we found the following probability density function
for the angle �:

P (�|) =  sin(�)e cos(�)

2 sinh()
, 0  �  ⇡, (S3)

where � is the angle between the vector to the attraction point and the cell movement vector.
Note that in a case with no attraction, lim!0 P (�|) = 1

2 sin(�). Because the magnitude of the
concentration parameter is not intuitive, another useful parameter is the fraction of acute angles
towards the attraction site. This fraction is found by integrating the vMF distribution

fa() =

Z ⇡/2

0

P (�)d� =
1

1 + e�
, (S4)

where fa(0) = 1/2 and fa(1) = 1.

Estimating the concentration parameter of the vMF distribution. First, we sum the logs
of the probabilities of getting each experimentally determined angle to the parasite �i from the vMF
angle PDF (eqn. (1)) to get the negative log-likelihood function

L() = �
nX

i=1

log
⇣
P (�i|a)

⌘
, (S5)

where n is the number of movements in the data. The maximum likelihood estimate a is found
by minimizing eqn. (S5) (e.g., in Mathematica using the function Maximize on the inverse of the
expression). Whether the found estimate ̂a is di↵erent from 0 is determined by using a likelihood
ratio test (LRT) to compare L(̂a) and lima!0 L(a) [9].

It is straightforward to use a mixture of vMF distributions to explain angle distribution data. In
particular, we found that while a single vMF distribution describes the distribution of angles to the
parasite reasonably well, there is an over-representation of 90� angles in the data (e.g., Figure S12).
Therefore, in this case we fit the following mixture distribution to the data

P (�|, f, n) = f
 sin(�)e cos(�)

2 sinh()
+ (1� f) sinn(�), (S6)

where f is the fraction of cells that are biased towards the infection, sin(�) is proportional to a
vMF distribution with no bias, and n is used to explain the over-representation of angles at 90�.
Improvements of this model fit over the simpler model, based on a single vMF distribution, are
tested using a likelihood ratio test.

Modeling T cell attraction to the parasite. We use the vMF distribution to model T cell
attraction to the parasite by using angles to infection as the set of angles, and we define a as the

S7



concentration parameter determining the strength of this attraction.

Modeling a correlated (persistent) random walk. Previous studies of cell movement employed
various methods to simulate a persistent random walk, such as assuming a normal distribution of
turning angles with mean 0 and some variance [10, 11]. Other studies used the Ornstein-Uhlenbeck
model to simulate persistent random walks [12–14], which we also model in a later section. Alter-
natively, we use the vMF distribution to model persistent random walks using the concentration
parameter t for turning angles. In this model, turning angles are sampled from a vMF distribution
with concentration t. There is a direct relationship between the average turning angle �̄t of a cell
moving in a persistent random walk and the concentration t:

�̄t =

Z ⇡

0

�P (�|t)d� =
⇡ cosh(t)

⇣
I0(t)� e�t

⌘

2
, (S7)

where I0() is the Bessel function of the first kind of order 0.

The von Mises-Fisher distribution-based test may also be improved to eliminate bias
occurring in a correlated random walk. The vMF distribution-based metric is not biased if
cells move randomly with respect to a cell’s previous movement. However, in many situations T
cells move with a persistent random walk[15]: cells move in a direction positively correlated with
the previous movement direction. To investigate if a persistent random walk may introduce bias
in estimating attraction towards the infection site, we performed a set of simulations in which we
describe cells’ movement by our vMF distribution: the angle � determines the cell’s turning angle
and the concentration parameter t indicates the degree of the cell’s persistence in the random walk.
Analyses suggested that a persistent random walk can cause some cells to appear attracted to the
infection site (or repulsed from the infection site) even though there was no actual attraction or
repulsion (Figure S6).

Interestingly, we found that the fraction of cells detected as biased in simulations depended on the
degree of walk persistence and the size of the volume in which the movement of T cells was considered,
but in di↵erent manners. For low values of t (low persistence), the fractions of cells detected as
attracted and repulsed were similar (both low). For higher values of t (high persistence), the fraction
of cells detected as attracted was not impacted by the size of the volume, but the fraction of cells
detected as repulsed was impacted: in all simulations with the maximum simulated persistence t = 2,
about 6% of cells were detected as attracted, while the percent of cells detected as repulsed ranged
from about 6% to about 11% as the volume increased from a small box (Figure S6Aii) to an infinite
volume (Figure S6Cii). This is not surprising, however, because cells that are detected as repulsed
tend to move away from the parasite and are more likely to exit smaller imaging volumes (as in the
smaller box in Figure S6Ai).

An interesting but perhaps unrealistic imaging experiment would be a situation when there is no
“imaging” box. According to the simulations, this scenario results in the greatest disparity between
the fractions of cells detected as attracted and repulsed. This phenomenon occurs for cells with
greater persistence because of the artifact that cells moving away from the parasite tend to continue
to move away, while cells moving towards the parasite tend to pass the parasite and then also move
away. We could not derive an analytical expression to correct for the bias in detecting attraction of
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cells moving in a correlated random walk. However, by simulating the movement of cells using the
cell’s initial position, movement length distribution, and turning angles as observed in the data, but
with no attraction, it is possible to determine the bias of T cell movement towards the infection site
in the absence of actual attraction, 0

a. We thus used this estimate for 0
a in our test of whether the

detected bias a in actual data was significantly di↵erent from 0
a.

A i i i iB C D

A ii ii ii iiB C D
%<90  = 50.02% (n=10 )
%<90  = 50.00% (n->   )∞ ∞∞∞

3 %<90  = 55.00% (n=10 )
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3

Figure S5: Illustration of the random vectors generated using the von Mises-Fisher (vMF) distribution. The vMF
distribution generates direction vectors with preference toward a given direction, with the strength of preference
determined by the concentration parameter . We sampled 1000 directions from a vMF distribution for several values
of  (noted on individual panels) and plotted those in a 2D image by removing the z-coordinates (panels i). We also
show histograms of the actual angles between the movement vector and the vector to the parasite (panels ii, angle
metric defined in Figure S3). In panels ii we also show the percents of acute angles generated for the n = 1000
pseudorandomly sampled vectors which were calculated using eqn. (S4).

How to create stochastic simulations based on the vMF distribution. We simulated a
moving cell by generating a set of movements, each of which is defined by a distance traversed and a
direction vector of the cell’s movement. To generate the movement distances, we used Mathematica
to estimate the best distribution to fit the distances from a real dataset, which resulted in the Pareto
Type IV (generalized Pareto, GP) distribution:

f(x) = (1 + ((x� µ)/k)(1/�))
�↵

, (S8)

with the following best fit parameters: minimum value k = 7, location parameter µ = 0, scale
parameter ↵ = 2.7, and inequality parameter � = 0.68, assuming that these movements occur in
2 min intervals. These parameters were found by fitting the GP distribution to movement data
from datasets #4 and #5 pooled together, using the function FindDistributionParameters on a
ParetoDistribution in Mathematica. Of note, we also found that the GP best fits the movements
of malaria-specific CD8 T cells in the absence of a malaria infection [17].

To simulate attracted movement of T cells towards a parasite, each direction was chosen from
the vMF distribution with the angle between T cell movement and the parasite given in eqn. (1).
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The concentration a was chosen based on the desired amount of attraction (a > 0 corresponds
to attraction, a = 0 corresponds to no bias, and a < 0 corresponds to repulsion). To create the
desired vector, we first chose a vector with bias toward direction {0,0,1}, which simplifies the process
to choosing x and y pseudorandomly from a normal distribution N(0, 1) and choosing z based on the
von Mises-Fisher distribution, using

z = 1 + (ln(r) + ln(1 + (1� r)
e�2t

r
))/t, (S9)

where r is chosen uniformly between 0 and 1, exclusively [18]. Then we weighted x and y to place
the chosen vector on the unit sphere, and used a rotation transform to adjust the generated vector
with respect to the desired bias direction.

To simulate a correlated (persistent) random walk, each movement direction was chosen from a
vMF distribution with a vector input of the vector from the cell’s previous position to the cell’s current
position. The concentration t was chosen based on the desired amount of movement persistence, with
t > 0 corresponding to persistence, t = 0 corresponding to randomness, and a < 0 corresponding
to the cell turning back on itself. For a constant parasite position, a sequence of movements was
simulated consecutively, resulting in a list of cell positions similar to those from the experimental
datasets.

We also simulated a walk with both attraction to a parasite and persistence by choosing two
directions with bias as described previously and summing each pair of directions to find a direction
with bias influenced by both the parasite and movement persistence. This framework can easily be
extended to more than two biases in a similar way.

How to create stochastic simulations based on the Ornstein-Uhlenbeck process. The
Ornstein-Uhlenbeck (OU) process is a stochastic process that generates a correlated (persistent)
random walk [5, 13]. The OU process chooses each position to move to using the following formula:

��!vn+1 = j

✓
1� dt

p

◆
�!vn +

j
p
dt3

p
p

�!c , (S10)

where �!vn is the nth displacement vector of a cell (the vector from the nth position of the cell to the
n+1th position of the cell) and ��!vn+1 is the n+1th displacement vector, j is the expected movement
length (equivalent to the speed times dt), p is the persistence time, dt is the timestep in simulations,
and �!c is a pseudorandomly chosen vector to introduce randomness. In this model, p determines
the timescale at which movements are correlated (i.e., the timescale of the persistence of the random
walk). We adjusted the OU process to simulate cells with attraction to a specific point in space,
rather than relative to the previous movement vector, using the following formula:

��!vn+1 = j

✓
1� dt

p

◆
�!µn +M

j
p
dt3

p
p

�!c , (S11)

where�!µn is a vector from thethe nth position of the cell to the parasite,M is a multiplier that increases
the e↵ect of the randomness, and other parameters are the same as the persistent OU model (eqn.
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(S10)). In this model, the strength of attraction to the parasite is determined by p, with larger
values determining stronger attraction, and M negates the impact of such attraction by introducing
higher degree of randomness in the movements. For each analyses, we simulate cell’s positions at a
regular interval dt which is typically small (e.g., 1 second), and then we sample every 100th position
to gain simulated data comparable to real cells (one position per 100 seconds). We typically chose
the following parameters to simulate walks with attraction towards the parasite: p = 1.1s to 10.1s,
dt = 1s, j = 0.02µm (resulting from a speed of 1.2µm/s), and M = 500. In these simulations, cells
have a starting distance of 100µm.

The von Mises-Fisher distribution-based metric is the most powerful metric at detecting
attraction from the tested alternatives. We performed two sets of stochastic simulations in
order to determine which of our metrics is most powerful, i.e., which metric requires the least amount
of data to detect attraction, or equivalently, which metric detects more/stronger attraction for the
same amount of data. In the first set of simulations, we described movement lengths of T cells
by the generalized Pareto distribution and described attraction towards the infection site by the
vMF distribution with di↵erent concentration parameters. In the second set of simulations, we
described the movement of T cells using the modified OU process with di↵erent persistence times
(see eqn. (S11)). We found that independent of the method used to simulate attracted movement
for the same number of movements (data points), the vMF distribution-based metric allowed us to
detect the smallest bias in movement. Equivalently, for the same degree of attraction, the vMF
distribution-based metric required the least data to detect attraction (Figure S7). This demonstrates
the stronger sensitivity of the vMF-based metric. We also note that as a approaches 0, the percent
of cells detected as attracted decreases, indicating a small false positive rate.
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Figure S6: We quantified bias in the angle distribution (vMF distribution-based) metric and found that the number of
cells detected as repulsed depends on the size of the imaging volume when the cells are persistent. We run stochastic
simulations of T cells moving in a small “boxed” space (350 ⇥ 350 ⇥ 35 µm, panels A), a regular boxed space as
used in intravital imaging experiments (500⇥ 500⇥ 50 µm, panels B), and in open space (panels C). The parasite is
assumed to be located in the center of the box and T cells start movement at 150 µm from the parasite at coordinates
(x, y, z) = (150, 0, 0). We assume 50 movements per simulated T cell, with movement lengths described by the
Generalized Pareto distribution (eqn. (S8)) with parameters given in Materials and Methods. To simulate a persistent
random walk, we assume that T cell turning angles are described by a vMF distribution with constant t determining
the bias of a T cell walk (see Materials and Methods for more detail). A cell is assumed to be out of the imaging
volume when the cell’s position is outside of the defined imaging box (in A and B) which then results in fewer than
50 moves recorded. For each cell’s track, we determine if the cell is attracted (a > 0), repulsed (a < 0), or unbiased
(a = 0) to the parasite’s position by comparing the distribution of angles to the parasite to a vMF distribution
(Figure S3) and estimating the concentration a. For each concentration determining the persistence of the random
walk t, we simulate movement of 1000 cells. In Panels i are examples of a cell whose path is cut o↵ by the small box
(Ai), a cell detected as attracted (Bi), or a cell detected as repulsed (Ci). Note that in Panels i the figures are not to
scale, resulting in the spheres representing the cells being elongated. In these examples, the parasite and cell’s starting
position and the cell’s track are shown. Parasites are depicted as a sphere with a radius of 40 µm representing the
infected hepatocyte [2, 16].
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Figure S7: The third metric, based on the vMF distribution, is the most powerful out of the tested metrics (demon-
strated by its percent of cells detected as attracted always being higher than the other metrics). We simulated T
cell movement with varying degrees of bias towards the parasite for di↵erent movement durations using two di↵erent
frameworks: using vMF distribution-based simulations (panels A and Figure 4) or using the Ornstein-Uhlenbeck (OU)
process (panels B and eqn. (S11)). For each simulated trajectory we determined the percent of cells detected as at-
tracted using the angle metric (metric 1, open symbols), the vMF distribution-based metric (metric 3, solid symbols),
and the mean angle metric (metric 4, transparent symbols). The distance metric (metric 2) is not shown to avoid clut-
ter and because it performs similarly to metric 1. Cells were detected as attracted if their movement was statistically
di↵erent from unbiased. In total, we simulated 1000 cells per every set of parameters (see Additional experimental
details section for exact values of parameters used in simulations).
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Figure S8: A minority of activated CD8 T cells display movement bias to the liver stage. This analysis was similar
to Figure 1, for the previously published (“Paris” and “co-clustered”) data [4, 16]. In the Paris data there were no
nonspecific cells, but there were four mice with several infection sites each. In the co-clustered data, we imaged CD8
T cells, specific to Py (PyTCR) or specific to a irrelevant antigen (OT1), in one mouse with one Py liver stage. For
the Paris data, we detected 5 PyTCR cells as attracted and 4 PyTCR cells as repulsed. For the co-clustered data, we
detected 1 PyTCR cells and 1 OT1 cells as attracted and 0 PyTCR cells and 0 OT1 cells as repulsed.
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Figure S9: The numbers of cells close to the parasite change more over time for large clustered datasets than for
unclustered/small clustered datasets, according to the Spearman correlation test. The size of the cluster (the number
of cells close to a parasite) is of interest, because if the cluster size increases, then cells are clearly coming to the
parasite and not leaving. Here we show the number of cells close to the parasite (within 40µm from the parasite) at
each time point, with one panel for each parasite. The left column is for the unclustered/small clustered dataset, and
the right column is for the large clustered dataset.
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Figure S10: Distribution of average speed per cell in di↵erent imaging experiments. Left panels are for the unclus-
tered/small clustered dataset, and right panels are for the large clustered dataset. The p-values come from the Mann
Whitney test.

S17



Ai

Aii

Aiii

Bi

Bii

Biii

Aiv

0.0 0.2 0.4 0.6 0.8 1.0
0.0

0.1

0.2

0.3

0.4

0.5

0.6

meandering index M

pr
op
or
tio
n
of
ce
lls

32 OT1 cells total, M = 0.21
17 P14 cells total, M = 0.24

p-value = 0.33

0.0 0.2 0.4 0.6 0.8 1.0
0.0

0.1

0.2

0.3

0.4

0.5

0.6

meandering index M

pr
op
or
tio
n
of
ce
lls

66 OT1 cells total, M = 0.2
5 P14 cells total, M = 0.27

p-value = 0.11

0.0 0.2 0.4 0.6 0.8 1.0
0.0

0.1

0.2

0.3

0.4

0.5

0.6

meandering index M

pr
op
or
tio
n
of
ce
lls

60 OT1 cells total, M = 0.16
30 P14 cells total, M = 0.16

p-value = 0.56

0.0 0.2 0.4 0.6 0.8 1.0
0.0

0.1

0.2

0.3

0.4

0.5

0.6

meandering index M

pr
op
or
tio
n
of
ce
lls

57 OT1 cells total, M = 0.08
44 P14 cells total, M = 0.06

p-value = 0.09

0.0 0.2 0.4 0.6 0.8 1.0
0.0

0.1

0.2

0.3

0.4

0.5

0.6

meandering index M

pr
op
or
tio
n
of
ce
lls

47 OT1 cells total, M = 0.12

0.0 0.2 0.4 0.6 0.8 1.0
0.0

0.1

0.2

0.3

0.4

0.5

0.6

meandering index M

pr
op
or
tio
n
of
ce
lls

39 OT1 cells total, M = 0.17
22 P14 cells total, M = 0.2

p-value = 0.87

0.0 0.2 0.4 0.6 0.8 1.0
0.0

0.1

0.2

0.3

0.4

0.5

0.6

meandering index M

pr
op
or
tio
n
of
ce
lls

31 OT1 cells total, M = 0.17

Figure S11: We display the distributions of meandering indices for cells in the experiments with dataset #1 (unclus-
tered/small clustered dataset) and #2 (large cluster dataset). The meandering index M is calculated as the distance
between the first and last recorded positions of the cell divided by the total length of the cell’s movement in space;
it is therefore between 0 and 1, with 0 equivalent to the cell returning to its original position and 1 meaning the cell
moved in a straight line. In our real data, the meandering indices are mostly around 0.15 to 0.2, and are identical
between corresponding specific and non-specific datasets. The p-values come from a Mann Whitney test.
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Figure S12: The von Mises-Fisher distribution describes relatively well the distributions of angles to the parasites
from four datasets. We show the distributions of angles to the parasite of Plasmodium-specific liver-resident CD8 T
cells, as outlined in Materials and Methods, for the unclustered/small clustered dataset (A), clustered dataset (B),
Paris dataset (C), and co-clustered dataset (D). We fit either a vMF distribution (given in eqn. (1)) or a mixture of
distributions (eqn. (S6)) to these data and estimated the concentration parameter a (noted on individual panels).
Fits of the model are shown by lines. We compared every fit with the fit of a simpler model (a single vMF distribution
fit in panels A-B or a null distribution of angles with a ! 0 in panel D) using a likelihood ratio test; resulting p-values
are shown on individual panels. For each dataset we also plot the total number of angles in the dataset (na) and the
average angle to the parasite (�̄).
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Figure S13: Speed and turning angle both correlate with detection of attraction when several T cells have found the
parasite. These are metadata results from tests that use data divided into attracted, repulsed, and unbiased T cells
for the large clustered dataset (dataset #2). For more details, see Figure 2.
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Figure S14: Speed and turning angle both correlate with detection of attraction when no or few T cells have found
the parasite. These are metadata results from tests that use data divided into biased and unbiased T cells for the
unclustered/small clustered dataset (dataset #1). For more details, see Figure 2.
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Figure S15: Speed and turning angle both correlate with detection of attraction when no or few T cells have found
the parasite. These are metadata results from tests that use data divided into attracted, repulsed, and unbiased T
cells for the unclustered/small clustered dataset. For more details, see Figure 2.
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Figure S16: Many CD8 T cells per parasite are needed to ensure that all parasites are found within 48 hours after
infection. Groups of 10, 30, 100, 300, and 1000 cells per parasite are simulated 1000 times for values of a between
0 and 2 with a starting distances of 150 µm and are “sampled” every two minutes for lengths of 24 (panels A) or 48
(panels B) hours. Each parasite that has a cell reach within 40µm of it is considered a success. Panels i show the
probability of a parasite being found, while panels ii show the probabilities of three parasites being found. If there are
100 cells per parasite, a a of 1.0 is required for essentially all parasites to be found within 48 hours.
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